
 

Men and Bombers 
In Wo•ld War II 
Combat Action 
Over Europe 

This is a slOry of men and airplanes, 
of life and death in the skies over 
Nazi-occupied Europe between 1942 
and 1945. The 306th BombardmenL 
Group was one of the oldest bomb 
groups stationed in England and flew 
341 missions to targets in France, Ger· 
many, Belgium and Holland. 

Maynard H . (Snuffy) Smith earned 
the Medal of Honor on his first mis· 
sion, extinguishing fires, driving off 
an enemy attacker and saving the life 
of a fellow crewman '"rhile flying in a 
306th plane. 

Arizona H arris gained undying 
fame while his guns sought out a Ger· 
man fighter plane as the Flying For· 
tress settled into the icy waters of the 
English Channel. 

There were heroes aplenty in the 
306th, most of them undecorated, but 
for nearly three years this bomb 
group carried on against the enemy. 
In the early days of the war the odds 
seemed insurmountable, but as the 
battle moved on to the continent, the 
bombers sought out the oil refineries 
that fueled the Luftwaffe and the 
Wehrmacht, and slowed the enemy. 

When the first American bombing 
force to enter Germany raided Wil· 
hehnshavtn, it was the men of the 
306th in the lead. T o some this was 
\heir fin~t hour, but the harsh real\· 
ties of war soon confronted them over 
Schweinfurt as they l08t ten ~irplanes 
on "Black Thursday." On two other 
raids ten of the group'~ Fortresses 
failed to return. 

Out of this bomb group cam~ 
elev~n men who commanded other 
bombgroupsinthe8th AFduringthe 
war and a dozen general orfKers in 
the postwar United States Air Fore~. 

Th~ Author 
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and later 40th CW commander , who started the Buckeye weather scout 
program. Veteran bomber pilots were checked out in the P-5ls and 
then scouted the route and target area ahead of the bombers. These 
pilots could furnish air commanders with up LO date information 
viewed through the eyes of experienced bomber pilots about one-half 
hour ahead of the bomber stream. It began operating in November 
and was on every mission in December. 

Capt. Henry Hanson, 367Lh, was air commander for the 40th CW ~D. 
"B" force to Berlin on 5 December. There were four PFF ships in the -1 

formation and they made the normal thirty to forty minute bomb run 
under radar conditions on the target at the General Engineering and 
Armament Works of Rheinmetal in northwest Berlin. Forty-five 
seconds before the drop point a hole opened in the clouds and Capt. 
Arthur Vann, lead bombardier, was able to make a visual correction on 
the target. Just before bombs away, however, he was hit in the eye by 
flying glass and the navigator toggled out the bombs on elapsed time. 
"Little Lulu", a 423rd ship flown by 2nd Lt. Wayne M. Stetler, was hit 
and went down over Berlin. There were only three survivors from the 
crew and nothing is known about what actually happened to the plane. 
Those who lived were FlO Samuel J. Culbert, Jr., navigator; 2nd Lt. 
Arthur G. Dealy, bombardier; and S/Sgt. Robert D. Jarvis, engineer. 
Besides Stetler, others killed were 2nd Lt. Andrew Pauko,Jr., copilot; 
S/Sgt. Donald R. Frantz, radio; Sgt. Daniel R. Tachan, ball turret; Sgt. 
Charles C. Laubach, Jr., waist; and Sgt. William]. Eschenbach, tail 
gunner. 

Just after bombs away, 2nd Lt. William B. Kaufman, navigator for 
lst Lt. Howard 0. Balcom, was hit in the head by a piece of flak and 
died instantly. Balcom later called this the worst mission of his entire 
tour with the 367th . Another 367th plane, "Fightin' Carbarn Ham­
mersJaw" (named for a comic strip character), was shot out of forma­
tion over Berlin and disappeared from view. Later on planes heard a 
message to Air-Sea Rescue and a fix on its position was reported. The 
plane was never seen again and was presumed to have gone down in 
the North Sea. 2nd Lt. Charles F. Manning was the pilot and the 
officers of this crew lived together in a barracks that had not lost 
anyone in combat for more than eighteen months. The other crew 
members were 2nd Lt. Paul A. Wilson , copilot; F/0 Norman Schneid­
er, navigator; 2nd Lt. Paul Tannenbaum, bombardier; Sgt. William 
Nusser , engineer; Sgt. Vincent S. Johnson, radio; Sgt. Harry L. Gile, 
ball turret; Sgt. Edwin R. Dewey, waist; and Sgt. J ohn A. Cox, Jr., tail. 

ln addition to bejng a rough day in the air, this day had not started 
well back at T hurleigh . Before takeoff~ 2nd Lt. joe D. Marsh, a 368th 
pilot, was killed by a .50 caliber machine gun bullet. During installation 
and checkout of ball turret guns at a remote dispersal area two rounds 
were inadvertently fired. One of these ricocheted off a wall and hit 
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Marsh in the back. Many combat crewmen agreed that one of the 
scariest moments they experienced was during the pre-dawn wait at 
their planes when they heard one or two shots boom out from one of 
the machine guns being prepared in planes dispersed around the 
airfield. 

(;\ ')>U• Meager flak was reported over Stuttgart on 9 Decembg but it was 
·I sufficient to knock down one 306th plane and to drop another out of 

formation for a long, lone trip to Messenger AID in France and then 
back to Thurleigh two days later. 1st Lt. Robert H. Brown's plane was. 
flying in the number 3 position in the lead group of the 40th CW when 
it was hit. 1st Lt. William F. Giglio, copilot, had started combat flying 
with Brown in mid-July and, on this his thirty-fifth mission, was 
seriously wounded. With the number 4 engine and the right wing on 
fire, the order was given to abandon ship. Giglio had been hit in the 
right knee by a piece of flak, which then continued up into his thigh 
and came out close to his torso. Giglio was bleeding badly, but got out of 
his seat and went down to the nose hatch, which proved to be frozen 
shut. The bomb bay doors were opened and Giglio crawled back out of 
the catwalk, through the base of the upper turret and then dived out of 
the bomb bay. Leaving the plane at over 20,000 feet, the wounded man 
permitted himself to drop a considerable distance before opening 
his parachute. 

When he landed, Giglio's leg was further battered and he was unable 
to move from the spot. He was almost immediately picked up by some 
German soldiers and taken to a nearby town. Up to that time he was not 
sure on which side of the German-French border he was, until he saw a 
street sign that read "Adolf Hitler Strasse''. The soldiers put a toumi­
quet on Giglio's bleeding leg, loaded him into a truck with some other 
members of his crew and set our. Shorlly they came tn a hospital and 
leftthe wounded man there. The copilot was treated and, after a week, 
the ~octors determined that they could not save his leg and amputated 
it. After several weeks Giglio was transferred to Dulag Luft. When 
offered a choice between prison camp and a nearby hospital, he chose 
the hospital and remained there until liberated. Only the pilot was 
killed and it was never determined whether he had bailed out of the 
plane or not. Brown had often told Giglio that he would never jump 
from a plane. Those who were imprisoned were 2nd Lt. James B. 
Walden, navigator; 1st Lt. James R. Moore, bombardier~ T /Sgt . .Jer­
rold J. Fann, engineer; Sgt. Raymond A. Ohm, radio; S/Sgt. Samuel E. 
Abdelnour, ball turret; S/Sgt. Ernest P. Hovey, waist; andS/Sgt.Joseph 
W. Bollard , tail. 

Another 369th plane was hit at rhe same time. that of 2nd Lt. Roy 
__E..-Ir:ask. The plane had its mdder and right aiJeron cables severed 

and all hydraulic and right Tokyo tank lines cut. The rear spar was also 
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sheared and there were many other flak holes. Trask was able to 
control the plane by using the trim tab on the left aileron and by 
jockeying his engines. S/Sgt. Charles C. Krone, ball turret, and S/Sgt. 
Emil R. Wilke in the waist got busy with some bomb arming wires and 
patched the rudder cables back together so that the pilot could exercise 
at least some directional control on landing. S/Sgt. Elmer R. Wilke, the 
other half of the twins on this crew, received some tlak splinters in an 
eye. IS 

Kassel was a tough mission on 15 December; the target was com- /:A 
pletely obscured and the bombs were dropped by radar. The weather 
was bad on return to EngJand and ~t about 2100 feet the 368th plane of 
2nd Lt. Charles A. Crooks collided with rhe 423rd plane of 2nd Lt. 
Corn A.-wilk:e.'"Botn planes crashed at Green ham Commolla-killing all 
but two ofthe men. Wilke r·cmembers hearing a loud noise, followed by 
an explosion. His plane b1ew apart at the cockpit and he and his copilot, 
lst Lt. John A. Murphy, escaped. They both opened their chutes 
immediately. Wilke landed on the wing of a C-47 at a troop carrier 
base,.injuring his leg. As Murphy jumped, the plane stayed with him 
until he popped his chute and got away from the wreckage. His canopy 
caught in a t ree on a hospital evacuation base and he was suspended 
two feet above the ground. Two men in a jeep arrived almost im­
mediately and rescued him. They had him in the hospital within 
minutes to be examined and to have a cut on his face treated. Because 
of the bad weather, the collision was virtually unobserved by other 
flyers in the formation. Killed from W~ke's cr£!''· .!fiOSt of whom had 
arrived with h im in mid-July, were F70 Edward S. Smolenski, navi-
gator; 1st L t. Richard E. Card. bombardier; T/Sgt. William R. Farrell. 
radio; T /Sgt. Robert K. Reis, engineer: S/Sgt. Walter E. DeHoff, ball 
turret; Sgt. William J. Boyle. waist; and S/Sgt. Gail W. Pashon, tail. 
Members~of Crooks' crew w~BP;tshed that day were 2nd Lt. J.P. 

~kus, copilot; 2nd Lt. Elija . ocum,-navrgator; T /Sgt.I rarold A. 
Polderman, nose gunner; Sgt. Albert W. Seaberg, radio; S/Sgt. Wayne 
F. Lauben, engineer: Sgt. Joseph M. ManduJa, balllUrret; Sgt. Uoyd 
Cain , waist; and Sgt. Richard W. Miller. tail. Both Wilke and Murphy 
were able to return to combat flying after periods of hospitalization 
and recuperation. 

2nd Lt. William A. Runln's plane encountered engine problems on 
the mission when ftrst the number 4 engine failed. Ruffin pulled his 
plane out of formation at the I P and feathered 4, made a solo bomb run 
and then headed home, picking up fighter escort and one of the 
group's PFF planes which furnished navigational help. Well along 
toward home, Ruffin feathered his number J engine and , when the 
weather closed in over the Channel and he could not let down, he 
turned back towards Messenger AID to land. Shortly before landing 



.. 

Routine Missions? 

his number 2 engine also began to give trouble. Ruffin's crew threw out 
much of their equipment - even the copilot's wrist watch. 2nd Lt. 
Edward E. Huelat, Jr. was helping the crew when an object caught the 
wrist band of his watch and tore the watch from his arm and carried it 
out of the plane. The crew reported that even their escape kits had 

.. gone overboard. Two days later the crew was flown back to Thurleigh. 
~ found the 306th sending twelve planes to Nidda to 
posthole an airfield and thirty-four planes to Giessen to bomb airfield 
installations. Weather closed in on the way home and forty-six crews 
were forced to "enjoy" the Christmas hospitality of bases east ofThur­
leigh. By Christmas evening some of the crews made it home, but the 
majority did not return until the 27th. 

A mission to Siegburg on 28 December was foiled because of a radar 
malfunction, failure of bombs to release and a lack of radio com­
munication. The high squadron did manage to bomb the primary, 
while the lead and low bombed at Coblenz. On the trip home 1st Lt. 
Paul J. Reioux's plane caught fire, probably from an electrical short fed 
by oxygen in the nose. Ten minutes from Thurleigh Reioux rang the 
alarm bell. 2nd Lt. Robert Daniel , copilot, went back to check the 
gunners and then bailed out the rear door. 2nd Lt. James C. Talley, 
navigator, jumped and founded that his chute was partially fused by 
the fire in the plane. He managed to tear the pack open with his hands 
and to deploy the chute in time. Reioux swung around the bomb racks. 
slipped and fell on the bomb doors, but clambered back onto the 
catwalk and went out the rear door. 2nd Lt. Milton J. Olshewitz, 
bombardier, had already changed into his dress uniform in prepara­
tion for a quick departure from the base; he jumped without chute or 
harness and was the only member of the crew killed. Enlisted members 
of the crew were T/Sgt.John B. Price,Jr., engineer; T/Sgt. Herman H. 
Kaye, radio; S/Sgt. Leon J. Persac, Jr., ball turret; S/Sgt. Colvin W. 
Shearn, waist; and S/Sgt. John W. Perry, tail. 

Flak was meager Yte following da.Y,..at the marshalling yards at 
Bingen, but the miss1on cost the 368th a plane. 1st Lt. Edwin D. 
Woellner, Jr. and his crew sustained three direct hits on their plane at 
1320,justafter the bombs were dropped. One hit in the tail, another in 
the waist, and the third in the bomb bay. This last shot ignited the 
oxygen system and the plane was doomed, although T/Sgt. Clarence£. 
Gibbs, engineer, and T /Sgt. Glenn A. Korf, radio, tried to fight the fire 
with aU the extinguishers available. Sgt. Homer C. Nyberg was burned 
to death in his ball turret. The crew bailed out and nothing was ever 
found of Gibbs, 2nd Lt. Carmon]. Nickols, copilot, or S/Sgt. Yuen 
Hop, tail gunner. 

With three engines out and only number 1 remaining, Woellner had 
ordered the bail out. The pilot went out of the plane at more than 
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20,000 feet and, when he landed near Bingen, was surrounded by fifty 
farmers armed with pitchforks and old weapons. One old man beat 
him on the hips and legs with an ancient rifle, bruising Woellner 
severely. He was saved when a dozen Home Guardsmen hove into 
sight and ran up yelling "Verboten! Verboten!" At a Red Cross station 
in Bingen the pilot met other members of his crew: Korf, Cpl. Franklin 
J. Lehnert, waist; 2nd Lt. Theodore E. Pollard, navigator; and T/Sgt. 
Frank L. Arnold, nose gunner. Korf later said that in his travels 
through Bingen he observed that the marshalling yards were un­
touched but the rest of the city was in flames. Woellner spent two weeks 
at Dulag Luft and then was marooned on a train bound for Stalag Luft 
L at Barth for another two weeks because conditions in Berlin were so 
chaotic from bomb damage that it was difficult for a train to get 
through. 

A final mission to Mainz on 30 December ended ~he work of the 
306th for 1944. 

The fighting Thurleigh football team fmished its season in late 
December, registering four wins, two losses and three ties. 

Ten Purple Heart medals were awarded during the month and five 
Bronze Star medals were presented: Capt. Henderson N. Knight, 
423rd; M/Sgr. Wilbur S. Barks, Group headquarters; M/Sgt. George H. 
Allen and S/Sgt. Byron W. Pirtle, 368th; and T /Sgt. john L. Norris, 
423rd. 
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Chapter 22 

THE WAR WINDS DOWN 
January-March 1945 

War did not wait for a New Year's Eve celebration to be terminated 
properly. When men might otherwise be expected to be sleeping off 
the effects of the night's revelry, the combat crews were in the briefing 
room getting the word about a predawn takeoff scheduled for 0651. 

Weather throughout the mission played tricks on the crews and 
eventually slowed their return to base and bed considerably. Lt. Col. 
Thomas M. Hulings led the group across Magdeburg twice, failing to drop 

1 
~ .. .r either time because of clouds. Buckeye weather scouts had advised the 

bombers that the target would be clear on their arrival. The 306th then tried 
a run on Gottingen, but the bombs were held again when the target was 
obscured. A run was finally set up in the marshalling yards at Kassel and 
the lead and low groups did drop their bombs, but the high group aborted 
the run and tumed off to bomb the marshalling yards at Limburg. The 
group flew more than twice as many missions in this January than it had in 
January 1944, but weather played havoc with both the flying and the 
bombing on numerous occasions. 

Coming home from Magdeburg t.he low group ran into weather during 
its letdown over the North Sea. When the group broke out and the twelve 
ships tried to reform again, there were only eleven. The plane of lst Lt. 
Robert D. Stewart, 369th, and his crew was not seen again. Nothing was ever 
learned about the missing plane and it is presumed that it went down in the 
North Sea and that njne men drowned. These included Stewart, 2nd 
Lt. Kenneth H. Strine, copilot; 2nd Lt. Lewis L. Wilson, navigator; 
T/Sgt. Louis J. Peterson, togglier; T/Sgt. Anthony R. Cecere, engineer; 
T/Sgt. Gilbert A. Maple, radio; S/Sgt. William J. McCue, ball turret; 
S/Sgt. Donald F. Bohrer, waist; and S/Sgt. Roy L. Chancellor, tail. 
Stewart was a veteran of more than twenty-five missions and the com­
bat experience of some of the enlisted men dated back to April of J 944. 

With the four bomb runs, 100 octane became a critical factor on the 
way home and seven of the planes touched down at Messenger to 
refuel. They then found that seventy-five German fighter planes had 
made a morning visit, wrecking havoc among the American and British 
planes parked there. 

"' . 
d \ Missions were also flown on the 2nd and 3rd. When no mission was 

called on the 4th, the 306th put up thirty-six airplanes for a formation 
r gunnery mission over The Wash. There were also combat mission on 

S (s ' - the 5th, 6th and 7th. Flying to Speyer on the 8th, the group had a 
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confusing time in trying to decipher the information given out by the 
Buckeye scout who first had trouble finding the general area, then 
picking up the target, and finally not being sure whether he could see 
the target o r not through the heavy haze. After bombing in the vicinity 
of Speyer, the group was hit by Oak several minutes later in the 
Ludwigshafen-Mannheim area. 2nd Lt. John L. Davis, 367th, had lost 
his number 2 engine before reaching the IP, dropped his bombs and 
then, as he turned off the target, had his number 1 engine fail. He got 
the plane back to Thurleigh and was making a good final approach 
when a strong cross wind caught the craft causing it to staUjust before 
touchdown. When the plane slammed onto the runway the left wing 
and a propeller were damaged, but there were no crew injuries. 

Capt. J ames S. Law, a 368th vetemn of two weeks in combat, took his 
plane off as a spare and then joined the formation. Over the target Law 
was severely wounded by flak and his plane lost two engines. The crew 
struggled back to Manston where a landing auempt ended in a crash 
and T /Sgt. Willie S. Fant, tail gunner, was killed. In a teletype to 
T hurleigh from Manston, reported as seriously injured were 2nd Lt. 
Kenneth A. Wait. copilot; 1st Lt. Quentin T. Conway. bombardier; 
T/Sgt. Floyd E. Sweet, radio; and Sgt. W.O. Timmons, haJJ turret. 
T hose listed as slightly injured were lst Lt. Paul V. Connelly, navi­
gator; T/Sgt. Denison C. Lockhart, Jr., and Sgt. Edsel H . Trammel. 
waist. Two men in other planes were a lso wounded: 2nd Lt. George W. 
David, 367th bombardie1·, and Sgt. Benjamin M. Brown, 369th radio 
operator, who lost two fingers. 2nd Lt. joseph L. Chancey landed his 
crippled plane at Farnborough. / 

The group was out again on 10 Ta11Uar~his time to Cymnich, and 1) f.IY\. , 
this was scored as another rough mission. Because of weather, the 
Gee-H (a navigation/bombing system employing two ground radio 
beacons and an airborne inten ·ogator) ship took over the bomb run . 
The 306th formation was then fo rced off its course by another group 
and finally p ushed into the Cologne flak area. Then the special equip-
ment failed and a visual run was made on Gymnich. 

Maj. J ames A. McKinney was the air commander on this mission and 
his plane was hit badly by flak one minute before the bomb drop. His 
entire electrical system was shot out and his waist gunner. S/Sgt. Nor­
man C. Sulser , had his left ankle shattered by flak. McKinney dropped 
his plane out of formation after bombs away and headed for .Brussels 
where he landed at RAF Base #56. Sulser was taken by RAF ambu­
lance to RAF hospital #8 in Brussels where surgery was performed. 

2nd Lt. Leo K. Reinhart's plane was hit before the target, with both 
number 2 and number 4 engines knocked out. Number 2 could be 
feathered, but number 4 was uncontrollable. The electrical system was 
gone. T h e bombardier, l st Lt. Ernest P. Lambert, was seriously 
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wounded in a leg and eye by flak which had knocked him off his seat. 
He crawled back into position and dropped the bombs despite his 
wounds. Later he was awarded a Silver Star for his heroism, along with 
the Purple Heart for the wounds. Reinhart landed the plane in a field 
near Quesnoy, France, because all gauges were out and he was uncer­
tain about his fuel supply. 

2nd Lt. Henry W. Pearce, Jr., was one of those pilots who thought 
that a flak helmet was a detriment to handling the airplane and seldom 
put one on. On this day at Gymnich he paid dearly for this opinion as 
he was hit in the head by a large piece of flak over the target. 2nd Lt. 
Robert E. Powers, copilot, took over the controls and landed the plane 
in France to get immediate medical attention for the stricken pilot. 
Pearce lived only a few days. 

The intense damage to the 306th on this mission centered on the 
369th Squadron and principally in the lead group of the formation 
where four of the six planes were knocked out of position. 2nd Lt. 
Harold C. Mattson, flying as the deputy leader to McKinney, was 
caught in the flak barrage and when last seen had number 1 and 2 
engines on fire and was going down. One parachute was reported. Best 
available information indicates that Mattson and his ball turret gunner, 
Sgt. joseph T. Zymanek, were killed. Surviving from the crew were 
2nd Lt. Roy J. Kruger, copilot; F/0 Lawrence C. Shaw, Jr., navigator; 
2nd Lt. Jesse A. Bryan, bombardier; 2nd Lt. William Mocharnuk, 
radar navigator; S/Sgt. James M. jenkins, engineer; S/Sgt. Richard 
Ramierez, radio; Sgt. Vernon T. Crowton, waist; and Sgt. David S. 
Koubeck, tail. 

2nd Lt. Carl B. Hathaway and his crew were leading the high group 
in their 368th plane, "Debbie", and were hit in the radio room and 
waisL Bombs were toggled out on the leader very shortly thereafter, but 
the ship was a shambles. When a shell exploded in the radio room, 
S/Sgt. Meade S. Seaman, Jr., was evidently blown out of the plane and 
nothing further is known about him. The number 3 and 4 engines 
were shot out, the flux gate c&mpass, radio compass, navigator's heat 
control, rudder controls, oxygen in the b~ck of the plane and com­
munications were all gone. Hathaway followed the formation for a 
while and at Aachen turned on a 290° heading, passing over Maas­
tricht. He had two men in serious condition. He felt that the plane was 
going to quit flying soon as it could not be held at any altitude. 
Consequently Hathaway picked out Hornbeck ND near Malines, Bel­
gium, and made a wheels up landing there. Sgt. Edward F. Danaher 
was badly hurt, shot through both legs and one arm, and was bleeding 
profusely. S/Sgt. Eugene J. Feeney had taken charge in the waist and 
had applied tourniquets, which pmbably saved Danaher's life. Feeney 
also had to pull S/Sgt. Harry E. Sohn, tail gunner, back into the plane 
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when Sohn passed out while trying to bail oul. Sohn was seriously frost 
bitten. Various members of the crew considered bailing out, but did 
not. Conditions in the interior of the plane were extremely hazardous 
with a stream of raw gasoline blowing through the plane until landing. 
Danaher and Sohn were taken to the 109th General Hospital at 
Malines. Then the remaining crew members began a long wait for 
transportation. They sat for three days, then finally the RAF took them 
to Swi nden and the Air · rransport Command flew them to H onington, 
a roundabout flight which rook them over Thurleigh twice without 
landing. From Hanington they were taken back to their base by truck. 

lst Lt. Lester A. Evans, flying in the 368th's "Mamu", had somewhat 
less serious problems. His navigator and bombardier, lst Lt. Cyrus 
Rubenstein and 2nd Lt. James E. Shook, both were suffering from 
anoxia. Evans took the plane out of formation south of Ghent and came 
home alone at a Jower altitude. 1st LL Forrest j. Stewart, 423rd. had 
his number 4 engine shot out over the target. could not feather it and 
came back alone. He managed, however, to remain in the bomber 
stream. 

1st Lt. Howard E. Hutchinson , 423rd, saw the plexiglas nose in the 
ship he was piloting give way to a flak burst which also peppered the 
face of 2nd Lt. Norman E. Outcalt, bombardier, with shrapnel. First 
the victim was treated by 2nd Lt. Wesley W. Gunkel, navigator, and 
then was brought back to the radio room, while Gunkel stayed in the 
nose to continue directing the plane's course. Hutchinson's plane was 
hit twice more by flak with the second blast wrecking Gunkel's oxygen 
regulator. 

Over in a 367th plane flown by Capt. W. Bradley Butterfield three 
crew members were setting a record of sorts as they were all completing 
their second tours, a total of fifty missions each. T/Sgts. Durwood F. 
Offord and William A. Lindsey had joined the group in November 
1943 and T/Sgt. Clarence H. Gillespie on 1 December 1943. All three 
men had flown thiny-mission tours, had thirty-day rest and recupera­
tion leaves in the U.S., and then had come back to the 367th for second 
tours, the limit of which was ser at a totaJ of fifty missions. 

This raid was illustrative of the perplexing question that had been 
facing the 8th AF for some momhs: how to handle the air traffic 
control problems imposed by having 500 to 1000 planes crossing the 
same target within a specified time and on the same course. There 
seemed no way to assllre lhat all of the groups would be on time, on 
target o~ on the proper heading. 

On 14January the group was at Cologne, trying to hit the Hohenzol­
lern bridge; strike photos showed the bombs hitting the target, but 
failed to reveal any major structural collapse. I st lt. William B. Wins­
low, flying number 3 position in the lead group, had his 367th plane hit 
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by flak and came home with two men seriously wounded, S/Sgt. Newell 
F. Russell and SgL Alvin C. Miller. 

Weather was knocking out mission after mission, so the men of the 
423rd found a bit of diversion on 16 January when they welcomed to 
their area Miss Elizabeth Shapley of Bedford, honored as the "Squad­
ron Sweetheart". Accompanied by her mother, Elizabeth christened a 
plane, "Elizabeth's Own", and met the pilot. lst Lt. Lorn A. Wilke and 
members of both the flying and ground crews. A dance followed the 
day's festivities and featured the music of the "Esquires": Lt. Kenneth 
E. Bollerup, sax; Corp. Sol M. Spital, sax; and Sgt. Daniel Bastida, 
guitar. 

The crews were out on the 20th flying to Rheine where the marshall­
ing yard was bombed as a secondary target. Near the I P 2nd Ll. Ned 
W. McKinny, 368th, IOf!t his number 2 engine. He tagged I he forma­
tion over the target and then turned west for home. Ahout twenty 
minutes later the number I engine quit and the troubles for the crew 
began to multiply. As McKinny descended to 13,000 feet he came 
over a small town and was hit by flak again. Near Liege he found a C-47 
base and prepared to land. only to find on final approach that one 
wheel would not come down. McKinny tried to go around. but could 
not get the left wing up. When the airspeed reached 90 miles per hour, 
the number 4 engine also stopped. The plane clipped the top strand of 
some telephone wires near the field and came in to crash-land. The 
plane bounced twice, spun around and, before it finally came to a stop. 
lost the number 2 engine and the ball turret. It also sustained a 
smashed left wing and a twisted and cracked fuselage. The catwalk in 
the bomb bay had buckled into a "V" shape. McKinny had five teeth 
knocked out and was cut about the mouth. l st Lt. J. Webster Beck, 
navigator, suffered a big gash in his forehead; Sgt. Leon J. Opper 
broke a wrist; and Sgt. Freddie B. Newell injured a leg. The crew 
st.ayed in Brussels overnight, got a C-4 7 ride to Hampton the next day, 
and was trucked to T h urleigh, arriving at one in the morning. McKin­
ny and Beck were back a l Thurleigh by 30 Januar)', but Newell 
remained hospitalized on the continent. 

More major changes in staff were underwa>'• as Maj. James S. 
Cheney, group navigator since November 1943, left to join the 303rd 
Bomb Group at Molesworth as group navigawr. The 303rd was com­
manded by Lt. Col. WilliamS. Raper, former 306th air executive. Capt. 
John D. MacPherson, 369th Squadron navigator, wok Cheney's place 
at group and 1st Lt. Alton A. Kester replaced MacPherson. At the end 
of the month Maj. Harold D. MunaJ, Jr., group surgeon and on 
cominuous duty since April 1942, received a thirty-day rest and recup­
eration leave in the States. 

A record 876 Air Medals and oak leaf clusters were awarded in 
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January and Bronze Star medals were presemed to 1st Sgt. J ames P. 
Shepherd and T/Sgt. Vernon V. Hukee, 367th; M/Sgt. Charles W. 
Bone, 368th; and M/Sgt. Oscar L. Keller, Group headquarters. 

A significant departure from Thurleigh was recorded 2 February 
when Pvt. Maynard H. (Snuffy) Smith, the lone Medal of Honor 
winner to come from the 306th, was transferred to the Casual Replace­
ment Pool for rotation to the United States. This ended a long and 
somewhat touchy relationship between those in command and Smith 
who had sometimes Haunted his medal and could be difficult. The 
transfer was effected quietly. engineered by Col. James S. Sutton and 
Lt. Col. Charles G. Duy, Jr., ground executive officer. 8th AF head­
quarters did not become aware of the movement until Smith was in the 
States and then there were angry blasts directed at T hurleigh's com­
mand echelon. Smi th, however. did not return. 

Meanwhile, the situation on the continent was changing rapidly as 
the front line moved toward and across the Rhine and the end seemed 
imminent. The bomber bases in England were filled with rumors of 
approaching peace, of a total collapse of Germany and of the long trip 
home. But the end again did not materialize; the men of the 306th 
were not through flying or dying. 

Berlin still remained for a time a most intriguing objective. It became 
the target of one of the greatest shows of the Combined Bomber 
Offensive on the night of 2 Februarx_ ~d the followi11g day. The 306th 
put up thirty-six bombe~ six planes of a screening force. Briefing 
was at 0300 ancl takeoff began at 0655. During briefing the men could 
hear the thunderous return of the RAF which had put all available 
planes over Berlin in the middle of the night. The 8th put up more 
than a thousand bombers with the auack concentrated on the adminis­
trative center of the city. Lt. Col. Eugene La Vier led this 40th "C" CW. 
As predicted, weather over the target was relatively clear and visual 
bombing was possible. The group diary reads: "No enemy fighter 
opposition was encountered. Intense and accurate flak tracked the 
group for eight minutes in the target area." Eight minutes i111lak over 
Berlin could seem like an eternity and three planes were missing when the 
306th landed at 1600. 

AJ; in the beginning months, it was the 367th Squadron that took the 
brunt of the assault; all three planes were from the Clay Pigeons. The 
aircraft of 2nd Lt. George V. Luckett, Jr., was hit at bombs away. The 
first shots struck the Tokyo t:tnk in the left wing tip and then rounds of 
flak burst all over the plane. At that frrst blast, Lt. R. Pierce Foster, 
navigator, grabbed his chest pack and snapped it in place- or so he 
thought. His next recollection was trying to open his eyes and hearing a 
loud noise; he finally realized that the noise was the wind whistling 
through his shroud lines. His parachute was open but. only the left snap 
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was fas.tened, His fur-lined flying boots were gone and one of his 
heated boots was also missing; Foster had two very cold feet. Chaff was 
falling around the navigator and at a distance he saw another para­
chutist who was being shot at from the ground. Foster worked his 
shroud lines in order to descend faster and avoid a smiliar fate for 
himself. 

Losing consciousness in the air, Foster came to lying in the middle of 
Unter den Linden, near Templehof airdrome. As he lay there he saw 
civilians close by throwing a rope over a lamp post; he sensed the fate 
that awaited him. But, two German police ofticers an·ived in a Volks­
wagen bus, rescued him and threw him in the back. They took him to a 
nearby jail and it was there that he first got a look at himself. The blast 
had singed his hair, his face was red from the heat and his hair was 
matted with his own blood. That niglu he was given some soup to eat 
and was allowed to clean himself up a bit, using cold water and some 
German brown soap. The next day a Gennan doctor began cleansing 
his wounds, while the doctor's English-speaking wife stood by asking 
Foster why the Americans were bombing the German people. He told 
her only "I am an American soldier." The doctor understood and 
acknowledged this fact. 

After !_wo_cia:ys Foster was taken to Templehof where he joined 
about thirty others in a basement detention cell. Through a window 
the prisoners could see FW-190s taking off. Several days later the 
American were taken from the Templehof confinement and admon­
ished to be quiet and restrained else the irate citizenry might take 
them in hand. "This was enough to quiet everyone," says Foster. They 
were marched through snow to a train station, taken to Dulag Luft for 
interrogations and then sent to Nurnberg for confinement. There 
Foster found a single overworked English doctor and, as Foster had 
grown up in a medical family, he was able to apply his extensive 
experience gained at his father's elbow to begin his first medical practice 
with "patients" who needed help and cared little for the formal train­
ing they might have demanded under other circumstances. 

Foster later learned that the other survivor, S/Sgt. Victor M. Spevak, 
tail gunner, found himself in the tail after the plane blew apart. He 
worked himself to the open end of the plummeting compartment. 
popped his chute and was pulled away from the wreckage. His may 
have been the other chute that Foster saw while he was coming down. 
Spevak became a prisoner of war and survived. The body of the pilot, 
Lucken, was later reported by the Germans to have been found near 
the Brandenburg gate. Crew members killed were 2nd Lt. Gilbert W. 
Clark, copilot; Sgt. Victor J. Cunningham. nose gunner; Sgt. Wayne L. 
Martin, engineer; Sgt. Jack R. Boesel, radio; Sgt. Bernard L. Whitman, 
ball turret; and Sgt. Anthony L. Spera, waist. 

2nd Lt. Roland A. Lissner's plane was hit just after bombs away, 



} anuary-M arch 194 5 305 

taking a shell through the number 3 tank and losing all its fuel. The left 
Tokyo tanks were lost when the left outer wing was hit. The number 2 
turbo was knocked out by flak. The oxygen system in the back of the 
plane was ruptured with pressure going to zero immediately: the front 
system, while also hit, lost pressure slowly. The number 3 engine was 
damaged by flak, could not be feathered and continued to windmill. 
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illsner figured that one and a quarter hours of fuel remained in the t-•' 
tanks as the plane cleared the Berlin flak and that the crew could >l-U)• ~~~ 
remain at altitude for forty-five minutes on emergency oxygen. Num- M~ • ~ 
ber 2 and 3 engines were not producing any power; number I and 4 J II,L~ 
were puUing forty-six inches of mercury at 2500 RPM with the cylinder },;~ ·~ 
head temperatures climbing to 240°. Lissner soon turned towards ~· '.' 
Sweden and got P-51 escort to five miles west of Lubeck. Entering r•ct;t; 
Swedish air space at 1235 at 3500 feet, the pla_nedrded..Malmo twice Sfl~ fl\• 
and then was escorted by two Swedish fighters t~Buikefta""4lt~n!'it'7 
landed. The PFF radar dome was down in landing and cracked as it 
hit the runway. 2nd Lt. Chester J. Britton was the copilot; 2nd Lt. 
Finley G. Robbins, navigator; 2nd Lt. Donald C. Haagenson, bombar-
dier; F/0 James G. White, radar navigator; Sgt. Lloyd M. Miller. 
engineer; Sgt. Vere L. (John) Fennerty, radio; and Sgt. Harold R. 
Bemetz, waist. The tail gunner, Sgt. George W. Beck, had received a , 
flak wound in the left wrist and was hospitalized at Malmo. V!.:..1 

___ "Rose qf_York" was also up on this mission, piloted by 1st Lt. Vernor ,,.:;, h; 
F. Daley, Jr. and with se::veral crew members completing their tours. 
One engine was shot out over the target and apparently another dama~ed. 
Daley lagged behind the formation on the trip home. About two-thtrds 
of the way across the North Sea he radioed the air commander that he 
thought he could make it to England. That was his last communication 
and the plane was never found. His other crew members were 2nd Lt. 
Joseph J. Carbine, copilot; lst Lt. Paul A. Becker, navigator; S/Sgt. 
Robert E. Crede, nose gunner; T/Sgt. Reise] R. Horn, engineer; T/Sgt. 
Porfirio J. Marquez, radio; S/Sgt. George W. Petrillo, ball turret; S/Sgt. 
Silvio P. DeZolt, waist; and Sgt. Okey R. Coplin, tail. Also riding with 
them was Guy F. Byam, a war correspondent for BBC, who was record-
ing this greatest mission to Germany. Byam had been torpedoed at sea 
and rescued, had been in France on D-Day and had jumped with the 
British Airborne at Arnhem. This mission was his final story. 

Lutzkendorf was the target 9 February, the aiming poim being 
another synthetic oil plant. Due to malfunctions and other facwrs it 
was not a particularly outstanding display of American bombing 
accuracy or combat efficiency. Lt. Wilfred T , Riedel's 423rd plane was 
hit at the target and, as it came over the front Jines, the number 2 
engine caught on fire . The blaze was extinguished, then started again 
and Riedel ordered his crew to bail out. The men jumped over 
friendly territory, but then the winds began blowing them back to-
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wards the front. However, all landed in safe hands and 9th AF pro­
vided transportation home. 

The next dgy the group headed for Wesel, but bombed a fue] dump 
-at Dutnl~2 Germany, instead. 2nd Lt. A.A. Lamar's plane had the 

upper half of the nose blown off by flak and SgL Charles F. Hitchcock, 
nose gunner, had flesh wounds on his face. F/0 Richard W. Sprunger's 
plane lost two engines and he landed the crippled naft at St. Trond, 
Belgium. Sgt. Smedley D. Rile, ball turret gunner for 2nd Lt. William 
B. Winslow, caught an arm in the turret mechanism and was hospital­
ized at Sudbury. 2nd Lt. Wallace W. Young became ill, landed his plane 
at Hardwick, and was hospitalized for an appendectomy. 

The 306th flew one of the much-talked-about raids to Dresden on .11_ 
February_ and experienced its first fighter attack in many, many mis-

- sions when three FW-190s hit the formation. Trouble developed when 
the low squadron did not drop on its first run over the target and 
turned to make another pass. The Luftwaffe hit the small formation. 
Lt. Harold R. McGahan's plane was straggling and the fighters jumped 
it, but the defensive fire turned them away. They then attacked Lt. 
William D. Carder's plane and damaged it severely. Lt. Robert H. 
Wood's 369th plane also appeared as a likely target, butt he fighters got 
too close and the engineer, Sgt. Edward P. Richards, shot down one of 
the planes. Crews gave the P-51 escort credit for shooting down the 
plane that had hit Carder's aircraft. 

Capt. Boylston B. Lewis' 369th plane left the formation over the 
target and was seen heading east. The Focke Wulfs had hit this aircraft 
hard, severing control cables. setting the number4 engine on fire and 
starting a blaze in the waist of the plane. Sgt. Alfred B. Lubojacky, ball 
turret, was severely wounded and died. First to bail out were Sgt. Frank 
L. McDonough, waist, and Sgt. Leon Nahmias, tail gunner. The re­
mainder of the crew bailed out over Czechoslovakia, about seventy-five 
miles southeast of Dresden: 2nd Lt. RobertS. Whitelaw, copilot; 1st Lt. 
Lester A. Harrison, navigator; F/0 joseph R. Sicard, bombardier; 
T/Sgt. James F. Standlee, Jr., engineer; and Sgt. Hardin F. McChesney. 
Jr., radio. Whitelaw and Standlee met several hours after bailing out 
and were free for more than twenty-four hours before being captured. 

Another 369th aircraft. that of 2nd Lt. Jack S. Henley, left the 
formation and was reported on the way home. A message was relayed 
to First Air Division (the designation had been changed from First 
Bomb Division I January 1945) that this ship would land at Field B-53 
on the continent as it was running short of fuel. Late checks through 
8th AF Service Command concluded that the plane never arrived, nor 
had any subsequent messages come from it. Henley left the formation 
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because two engines were shot out by flak. Slowly the crew made its way 
unescorted across Germany and, in trying to reach the from lines and 
beyond, Dew across the Ruhr VaUey and was shot down over Coblenz 
when flak took a third engine. S/Sgt. Frederick Piepenbrink, flying as 
tail gunner with a crew unknown to him, landed fifty or so miles on the 
German side of the front lines. He was captured immediately by the crew 
of a flak battery and was quickly joined by Sgt. Herbert R. Whitaker, 
nose gunner. Within four or five days the entire crew had been 
gathered together. Besides Henley there were 2nd Lt. Roy H. Stewart. 
copilot; F/0 Warren A. Becker, navigator: S/Sgt. Victor J- Coppa. 
engineer; S/Sgt. Daniel F. McCarthy. radio; Sgt. Raymond C. Hanson. 
ball turret; and Sgt. Alben Harcarik, waist. 

By 20 February the flying schedule had begun to intensify and 
missions were to continue on an almost daily basis throughout the 
remainder of February. lt was on 22 February, however, that the 306th 
reached a special plateau when Col. james S. Sutton took thirty-six 
planes of the 40th "A'' CW, leading the First Air Division, and marked 
the 300th combat mission of the 306th Bomb Group since Col. Charles 
B. Overacker, Jr., had led the first mission of twenty-four airplanes to 
Lille on 9 October 1942. 

This time the target was Wittstock, northwest of Berlin, where the 
assembled air forces fron England, France and llaly made a major 
attempt to disrupt the still existing German ground transpOJ·tation 
system. Marshalling yards were in the bombsight for Capt. Donald R. 
Ross, group bombardier, but a mistake was made in the nose and the 
lead group missed its target. Word got to the high group before it 
dropped and Maj. Earl W. Kesling, 367th commander, turned his 
planes away and LOwards Ludwigslust where they bombed the center of 
the city most effectively. 

During the rest of the month the 306th planes went to Hamburg, 
Plauen, Berlin, Leipzig and Hagen, one oil (Hamburg) and four rail 
targets. On 26 February Capt. Edward W. Magee of the 367th was the 
air commander on his ninth mission to Berlin. This had to be some­
thing of a record. This was the group's twelfth trip to Berlin and Magee 
probably missed three missions in May and June when he was on R & R 
leave in the States between his first and second combat tours. He had 
flown on the raid of6 March 1944, the first that the group made to the 
German capital. 



Chapter 23 

ONE LAST PLANE GOES DOWN 
April 1945 

March was a busy month for the Group. Twenty-one missions were 
flown, many of them against transportation targets, but the available 
enemy territory over which the bombers could roam was shrinking 
rapidly. During the month American and British troops fought their 
way across the Rhine River and the Russians were pushing hard from 
the east. The end seemed near, but the work of the heavy bombers 
continued. 

Capt. Donald R. Ross, group bombardier, redeemed himself on 2 
March after the fiasco of 20 February over Wittstock. He hit an OLI­
refmery at Bohlen right on the nose. 1st Lt. James A. Frederick, 368th, 
lead bombardier in the low group, then proceeded to put his bombs 
exactly on top of the lead group's, according to strike photos which 
the planes brought home. The aircraft of 1st LL William H. Wear, 
367th, was hit over the target by flak, knocking out the oxygen system. 
Shortly thereafter Wear noticed that his engineer, Sgt. Charles D. 
Petiyean, had passed out but some quick action brought him around. 
Then the number 3 engine lost all of its oil and had to be feathered. 
While crossing the front lines en route home flak again hit the plane 
and particularly F/0 Donald L. Wilson, bombardier. Wilson was slam­
med hard in the chest, but fortunately was wearing a flak suit and 
suffered only some superficial bruises. 

1 ,~:;( 1~ A mission to Giessen on 1_March cost the 423rd one airplane when 
2nd Lt. Clifford L. Steiger's aircraft collided with the 368th plane of 
2nd Lt. Herbert B. Cohn just as the bomb run was about to begin. 
Steiger was changing position in the formation for the bomb run, as he 
had been briefed to do, and. received no warning from any crewmen 
about the proximity of the other aircraft. Steiger's plane came up 
under Cohn's ship and Cohn's number 1 propellor chewed into the 
vertical stabilizer of Steiger's plane. The stabiljzer was bent, part of the 
rudder gone, both elevators knocked off and the tail gunner's com­
partment cut open. Only later was it learned that when this happened 
Sgt. Harold W. Rial fell out of the tail gunner's position to his death. 
His parachute was later found in the waist of Steiger's aircraft. 

Steiger and his crew thought that the plane had been hit by flak, 
never realizing that they had collided with another shlp. The plane lost 
2000 feet before the pilots were able to recover from the impact. "We 
had to maintain full right aileron to keep the plane level," said Steiger 
later. With all rudder control gone it was difficult to maneuver the 
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plane around flak areas. Oxygen was out from the radio room back, so 
the radio operator and the ball turret man used walk-around bottles as 
long as they needed to. At 1221 and 1 0 r ..ficld A-70. Steiger 
ordered his crew to ba out. Everyone was out within thirty seconds 
and, as the automatic pilot was inoperative, the plane went into a tight 
spiral and the men saw "Dear Mom" crash in a field not far from them. 
There was no explosion or fire, but parts of the airplane were widely 
scattered. Crew members were bruised and scratched in their landings 
by parachute. 

Cohn reported that the formation was headed imo the sun and that 
visibility was poor at the rime of the collision. The propellor was 
knocked off the number 1 engine of his plane. The pilot, an initial 
spare who had been subsequently utilized in the formation, stayed with 
the group until the English coast was reached on the return trip; then 
he went into Thurleigh alone. 

Another non-combat loss was suffered on 9 March when "Hellcat ~ 
Hattie" went down on a gunnery mission over The Wash. Thirty-six l'no .,. 
planes were in the air during the afternoon. At 160~12nd Lt. Wilfred E. 
Miessler took his 367th plane out of formation and shortly thereafter 
his crew was seen to bail out. 2nd Lt. Stanley D. Burns, copilot, re-
ported that a fire first appeared under the top tunret and, as the crew 
was bailing out there was an explosion in the right wing, probably in the 
number 3 engine. Then the plane went into a dive. As the pilot was 
setting up the autopilot, Burns went to the forward escape hatch, j 
kicked off the door and jumped. He was followed by 2nd Lt. John S. '"t 
Pappas, navigator, and 2nd Lt. William J. Johnson, bombardier. ..J.t 

Burns and Johnson were picked up by a British Air-Sea Rescue 
launch, but none of the other crew members was found. Casualties that --;:r; .. ,. S 
day, in addition to Meissler, were Sgt. Mont D. Baughman, engineer; '<t YP-f p...,'> 
Sgt. Walter D. Searles, radio; Sgt. Carlo Caserta, ball turret; and Sgt. J-1 r r>"·"' 
Robert L. Harrison, tail gunner. 2nd Lt. Donald G. Kingsley, Jr. left 
the formation as the incident developed and circled the area, dropping 
three dinghies to the stricken men. Evidently only Jl..t. johnson ever got 
into one of the dinghies. The rescue launch reached the first dinghy 
twelve minutes after the SOS was sent. The accid em occurred about 
seven miles north of Wells over The Wash. Kingsley circled the area 
untill800, by which time several other aircraft and a launch had joined 
the search. 

In mid-March the 367th Squadron could boast on its officers' roster ;,r:, ~ ~r 
seven men who were nearing the completion of second tours of combat 
with the 306th, including Maj. Earl W. Kesling, squadron commander; 
Capt. W. Bradley Butterfield, operations officer; Capt. Paul V. 
Osburn, squadron navigator; capt. Edward W. Magee, Capt. Francis E. 
McCullagh and Capt. Henry E. Hanson, pilots; and lsl Lt. Glenn 
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L. Feltz, navigator. All but Kesling and Butterfield had been able to 
return to the States before beginning a second tour. Each man flew a 
total of fifty missions. 

Sgt. George L. Sarver, ball turret gunner for 2nd Lt. Edward J. 
Sandini, 369th, gained a measure of fame as he recorded the last 
confrrmed fighter kill by a 306th gunner during World War II. On a 
mission to Berlin 18 March, just after the 306th gunners had fired at 
two ME-262 jet fighters attacking the group behind, a lone ME-109 
came in on Sandini's plane from three o'clock. Sarver caught the 
attacker as it passed beneath his ship and the German plane exploded. 
This became the 332nd fighter destroyed by 306th gunners during the 
war; they were also credited with ninety-seven probables and 185 
damaged. 

Two missions were flown on 30 March, three squadrons furnishing 
planes for a trip to Bremen to fulftll a Briti:sh Admiralty request for the 
bombing of highway bridges there. Sgt. lPhillip H. Rueschoff, 367th 
radio operator for 1st Lr. Verlin HigginbCittom, was hit in the head by 
flak and knocked out. He was not seriou.sly hurt, but did bleed pro­
fusely. 

At the same time, twelve heavily loadled planes from the 369th 
Squadron were on a mission to Farge, Germany, to bomb submarine 
pens with what bad been labeled a Disney bomb. Each B-17 carried two 
of these 3,000-pound monsters, externally slung under the wings. 
They were rocket propelled and had a Cdtpability of piercing twenty­
three feet of reinforced concrete. O ne of the critical features of this 
bomb was that it had to be dropped from e1Kactly 20,000 feet. At 10,000 
feet a rocket motor cut in and gave it the extra velocity needed to pierce 
the roof of a sub pen. 

Major Thomas F. Witt, group operations officer, was the air com­
mander and his pilot was lst Lt. Walter P. Rozett. On the first pass over 
the target the area was fifty per cent cloud covered and the intermittent 
visibility caused the bombardier to lose sight of the target. Maj. Win 
ordered a 360° turn and the formation approached the target from a 
slightly different direction, giving the bombardier a different chance 
to see the target. The bomb release mechanism failed to function on 
this run and flak hits knocked out the number 2 engine on the lead 
plane. The third run for the lead squadron of six planes encountered 
more clouds, while the second section of the formation dropped on the 
target. A fourth run was then made and this t ime the bombs were 
salvoed, using the manual release mechanism in the cockpit. With one 
engine out and severe over-all flak damage to the plane, Witt and 
Rozett set the plane down at Attlebridg;e. the first field they saw. 
Without brakes or hydraulic pressure the plane rolled out to a stop on 
the long runway without difficulty. It was later learned that only 
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seventy gallons of fuel remained in the plane, not elllough to have taken 
it to Thurleigh. This was the only time that a target was attacked four 
times by the lead aircraft on a single mission during the entire war. For 
this Maj. Witt was awarded the Silver Star on 8th AF orders issued on 3 
May. Rozett received a DFC for his day's work. 

The winter basketball league play came to an end as the 423rd team 
defeated the 369th team, 51 to 34, to win the station championship. In 
the title game Cpl. Frederick P. Riggle led the scoring with nineteen 
points and Pfc. Warren J. Sellen had fifteen. Bo·xing, wrestling and 
tumbling classes were being held and golf lessons for beginners were 
available. Baseball practice was started for a 306tb team to play in the 
First Air Division league. 

Academic subjects were also presented: "Small Business of the Fu­
ture," taught by 2nd Lt. Kenneth Herbster; ''Psychology of Love and 
Marriage," by Chaplain Ralph E. Simester; and "Algebra for Begin­
ners," by 1st Lt. Abraham Grondin. A technical library which included 
many self-teaching texts was also opened to all personnel. A USO 
show, "MiffPherri," came in March and was viewed by 575 men. Some 
24,000 attended movies at the post theatre during the month and the 
post band played thirteen dance engagements wiith 4,000 persons in 
attendance. 

More than 900 Air Medals were presented during March, but there 
were only eighteen Distinguished Flying Crosses and four Purple 
Hearts. 

"No flak, no fighters" is the frequent laconic notation on reports of 
missions which were flown in April when the 3·06th was in the air 
almost daily. But on the seventh mission of the month, 10 April. lst Lt. 
Allen L. Babin's 369th plane, "Flack-Shack," became just that on a 
flight to Oranienburg. It was the last 306th plane shot down during the 
war. "Flack-Shack" was hit over Wittenberge. At 1455 a direct burst in 
the tail killed Sgt. Theodore J. Rickert and tore tlhe entire tail section 
off the fuselage. The plane went into a series of stalls and Babin 
ordered his crew to bail out. 

Babin was the last man out and could see the other members of his 
crew in their parachutes as they drifted down. Babin tried to avoid a 
wooded area but landed in the top of a tree. After some effort he got 
rid of his chute and climbed down, then in the late afternoon hid in a 
nearby ditch and decided to wait until dark befone trying to move. He 
was some fifteen or twenty miles northeast of Hannover at the time. He 
walked during hours of darkness, hid in the daytime and had several 
close encounters with small groups or individuals. In mid-afternoon of 
12 April, the pilot hailed a jeep and was ordered to advance and be 
identified. Shortly thereafter he was at the 334th regimental headquar­
ters of the 84th Division, U.S. Ninth Army. 
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2nd Lt. Gilbert]. McGuff, copilot, also la.nded in a tree and managed 
to extricate h.imself. Then he played hide and seek with German 
soldiers and civilians for two days. McGuff fmally ran into a group of 
five or six Germans who, he discovered!, were trying to avoid the 
German Army as much as he was. T hey stayed together in a wooded 
area for some hours. He finally convinced them to move so that they 
could make contact with the Americans and they eventually located an 
American convoy. McGuff explained the situation and the Germans 
were picked up as prisoners and interrogated . 

McGuff explained his encounter with the Germans: "For the most 
part I was making good time and was feeling quite pleased with myself, 
when I came to the edge of a forest and fi•ve Germans came out of the 
woods and halted me. They came up from behind, took my gun and 
immediately motioned me to put my hands down. None of them could 
speak English, but I gathered that they wanted to know where the 
Americans were. I fmally convinced them lthat I, too, had been looiUng 
for the Americans and explained with gestures that I was an aircrew 
member, that I had bailed out and was looking for the American Army. 

"In a very friendly manner they gave me some of their food and 
water and I made quite a meal for myself. While 1 was eating, several 
German troops passed near us and the men had me lie down and tried 
lO hide themselves after cautioning me to remain quieL This rather 
puzzled me for I couldn't understand exactly what was going on. One 
of the men finally convinced me, through sign language, that we were 
LOgo back deeper into the woods and sit down for a while. On the way 
we ran into about four others who were .apparently friends of these 
men and they also came along. We fm.md a perfect hideout and 
proceeded to have another meal One of the new men could speak fairly 
decent English and after talking with him for a while l learned that 
they had been avoiding their own SS troops and were hoping to 
become prisoners of the Americans. 

"After a bit of conniving, they agreed that we should leave the woods 
and head out for a road to see if we could find any American troops. 
After a long walk we spotted a convoy and, while the others remained 
hidden, one of them and I watched it for quite a while to determine 
whether or not it was American." 

2nd Lt. Donovan B. Clemetson, navigator, and SgL. RobertJ. Zamis­
ka, ball turret, got together soon after landing and were caught by 
German soldiers and civilians. Rather quickly they came under the care 
of a German military doctor who spoke s1ome English and they were 
kept in a small hospital about three miles from Utze until the American 
ground forces got there. The doctor was a1nxious to surrender; so tOo 
were many German soldiers who kept coming in, breaking up their 
weapons and donning Red Cross arm bands. 
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S/Sgt. William R. McKillop. nose gunner, and S/Sgt. William M. 
Quinn, tailgunner, were also together, although Quinn had injured an 
ankle and had difficulty walking. They were found by Germans and 
ended up in the home of one of their captors where they rested until 
being brought together with Clemetson and Zarniska. S/Sgt. Henry P 
Deutsch, radio, and S/Sgt. William L. Ferguson, engineer, also made 
their way to freedom within a couple of days. 

The 369th plane of 2nd Lt. Roben E. Woods was also shot out of 
formation, lost two engines, and finally staggere·d back to Thurleigh. 
1st Lt. John G. McDonald, copilot, was dazed when flak bounced 
against his helmet, chopping a large hole in the metal but not injuring 
his head. Wood's crew members had jettisonned the bombs at the lP 
and, in their desire to lighten the ''wounded" craft, got rid of the ball 
turret, ammunition, flak suits, flying gear and ev,en the B-10 fur jacket 
of S/Sgt. Renato P. Iafrate, ball turret, which had been cut up by flak 
without injuring the occupant. 

On 14 April 1st LL Richard H. Claeys, a 368th pilot who had been 
around since late July 1944, led a bombing mission to France, hitting 
gun positions along the Garonne River near Bordeaux. Claeys had 
become something of a legend, ended the war with seventy missions 
credited, and earned an Air Medal and nine oak leaf clusters, the most 
such decorations of any officer with the group. -----

This date aJso marked another accident which.dainrealhe lives of 
306th personnel when a 367th plane-flew iniOi hill on the Isle of Man 
while en route to Langford Lodge in Ireland. Lt.. Robert A. Vielle was 
the pilot and on his crew that day were Capt. George E. 'CUDtJerly, 
squadron executive officer ; Capt. W. Bradley JButtcrfield, squadron *1 ~ 
operations officer ; Miss Emily Rea, American Red Cross; 2nd Lt. ~ • ' 
Collins E. Liersch, copilo t; 1st Lt. AustinJ. Parrish, pilot; F/0 Howard .:J;, .):.!) 

F. LeCompte, navigator; M/Sgt. Den·ell Jones; Sgt. Chester F. Smale· ~"': 
zewski, radio; Sgt. Earnest E. Gallion , engineer, and Sgt. William C. '"~ 
Starbuck. Services for all were held at the Cambridge American . .!C. .. ..,s t , 
cemeter y. v---~~ 

It was late in the war for changes, but on 16 April Col. James S. ~ 
Sutton departed for the United States after nearly three years in 
England and Ireland. He was replaced by another West Pointer as 
commander, Col. Hudson H . Upham, who had been commander of 
the 492nd Bomb Group at Harr ington, the special operations orga­
nization known as the Carpetbaggers. This group dropped men and 
supplies to the French Underground by dark. Although combat flying 
was nearly over , in his service with lhe 306th Col. Upham established a 
reputation as a quiet, effective administrator and a good fl yer . His 
special love was chess and his usual opponent for many months was 
CapL Stanley L. ]arrow, group engineering officer. 
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Sgt. Jack E. Sperling, 367th radio operator, observed his second 
week with the group by being wounded over Dresden on 17 April while 
flying with the crew of lst Lt. Frederick K. Shepard. 

The very last bombing mission, numb•::r 341, was flown by thirty­
eight aircraft on 19 April, with the targ·et the marshalling yards at 
Falkenburg, Germany. S/Sgt. Roscoe V. Bradley, 367th radio operator 
for 1st Lt. Carroll Q. Hills, became the last. man wounded when a piece 
of flak hit him in the wrist. Flak was de:scribed as "meager" for the 
mission and Hills' plane, although damag•::d severely, was the only one 
hit. The sentence in the report that woulld bring pangs to those who 
were first in combat with the 306th was the last in the descriptive 
paragraph of the 367th Squadron history: "No FJ A were seen and PSIs 
gave close support throughout the mission." 

The 306th Bombardment Group had come a long way in thirty 
months of rigorous combat. And suddenl)v the war came to a close. Bu·t 
the planes continued to fly as leaflet missions were loosed all over 
Germany, taking the word in German, English and assorted other 
languages to great cities, prison camps andl villages, telling of the end of 
the fighting and giving directions for th~~ future. 

Combat decorations came to an end in April when another 844 Air 
Medals, eleven Distinguished Flying Cro:sses and four Purple Hearts 
were awarded. The Bronze Star was presented to Capt. Wendell L. 
Hull, group mess officer and a very imp01rtant man around the station 
for many months. 

New crews kept pouring in throughoU!t the month, nineteen to be 
exact. But the exodus of personnel also in<:reased at this time and many 
three-year veterans with the group were checking out for duty 
stateside. 

On orders issued 19 April were a host of administrative changes: Lt. 
Col. Henry J. Schmidt, deputy for services; Lt. Col. Charles G. Duy. 
Jr., deputy for administration and air ins.pector; Maj. Billy W. Casse­
day, deputy for operations; Maj. Frank B. Edelbrock, station execu­
tive; Capt Joseph A. LaMotta, station adjutant; Mcy. William B. Sory, 
direcLOrofmaintenance; Maj. Paul]. Baillie, director of services; Capt. 
George L. Sawyer, director of material;, Maj. Claude L. Hostetter, 
station plans and training officer; and CatpC Herman B. Blumenthal, 
station administrative officer. 

Three days later there were further shifts as Lt. Col. Felix Hardison, 
a much decorated pilot from the early Pacific war days of the 7th Bomb 
Group, arrived and became deputy group and station commander. Lt. 
Col. JohnS. Chalfant was shifted from that post to group operations 
officer, and Maj . Earl W. Kesling became operations officer and assis­
tant deputy for operations. Maj. Thomas F. Witt was appointed com­
manding officer of the 367th Squadron, succeeding Kesling. 

Quickly the base was being transformed inLO a peacetime operation, 
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and by the time V -E Day arrived on 8 May the 306th men were ready to 
celebrate. The final arrival of V -E Day left the men somewhat subdued 
as there had been so many premature declarations of peace. Each time 
spirits had risen, only to drop again, so on the official day there was not 
quite as much levity as one might have imagined earlier. 

The men were restricted to the base, as was the case throughout the 
United Kingdom. According to the 367th Squadron diary a "brown 
haze" seuled over the field, only to be lifted after supper when kegs of 
beer were rolled out on the baseball diamond, the post band provided 
music, and a large bonfire was lit. The officers were celebrating at the 
"B" mess across the road from the diamond, where the Scotch whisky 
was unlimited for the night; they came to watch the bonfire. 

Reveille, drill and organized sports were dropped for the morning of 
the 9th, and that afternoon the base restriction was lifted. Most of the 
men headed for Bedford and, "What they saw amazed every man," 
says the 367th diary. 

"The English had dragged every 'bloody' light buJb in town and 
strung it up outdoors. The streets were filled with a blaze of lights that 
hurt your eyes. The people, old and young, ftlled the streets and 
danced and sang RoU Me Over and Do It Again at the top of their lungs. 
There had been great fear for the conduct of the Yanks, but the 
spectacle of the staid and reserved English letting their hair down as it 
had never been down before so startled the Yanks 1Jlat they were left 
without a leg to stand on. For once the British 'out-hollered' and 'out 
drank' the Americans." 



Chapter 24 

EPILOGUE 

When hostilities came to a close it was not the endof306th Bombard­
ment Group. As planners during the war began to look at what might 
go on later, someone tagged the 306th with a new assignment that 
would keep this group and the 305th in En.gland. It was reckoned that 
with the planes and men still on duty, it would be an excellent time and 
an unusual opportunity to undertake the most extensive photographic 
mapping of the Old World ever attempted. 

Thus, the 306th which stayed longer at one base and was in con­
tinuous combat longer than any other groJUp, remained at Thurleigh 
and became an operational group for Pr~ject Casey jones. 

This did not happen aU at once and, as the days lengthened follow­
ing the German surrender, the work of the Post VE-Day Educational, 
Advisory and Military Training Committee at Thurleigh picked up 
steam. Flying training continued and ground schools of all kinds were 
organized. T he Army did not intend to let time lie heavy on anyone's 
hands. 

One of the most popular ventures unde·rtaken at this time was the 
scheduling of special flights during the l1ast half of May to let the 
ground personnel see where the planes had been going. So a total of 
ninety-three flights was made to carry these hard working and dedi­
cated non-flying members of the group oveT many of the major targets 
of the war. This was indeed an eye opener for all, as these tourists saw 
the onetime targets from low level, a far different view than the 
high-flying combat men had observed. 

It was also a time for reflection by tho:se who had come with the 
original group from Wendover, Utah. They had seen 177 planes fail to 
return to base following missions. They .could also count 483 men 
killed in action , 305 missing in action, 145 wounded in action, and 884 
who had become prisoners of waL 

The figures quoted above are those which were recorded at Thur­
leigh as the war concluded. An examination of the final disposition of 
men, as shown in the foregoing text, show:s that there were 738 killed 
on combat missions, even though some olf them died over England. 
There were thirty-eight men killed in flying accidents after the group 
left the States. In addition, there were 885 prisoners of war, sixty-nine 
men interned in either Sweden or Switzerland, forty-four evadees and 
one escapee from a German prison camp .. 
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From the figures available, it would appear that the 306th had far 
fewer internees than the average bomb group, particularly when 
viewed against the extensive time period the group was in combat. 
Many who flew missions along the Baltic Sea or neatr the Swiss border 
will recall looking longingly at those sanctuaries from combat which lay 
only a few miles away. 

The 306th plunged into the "Casey Jones" prctiect with its usual 
vigor and efficiency. There were men and planes, fuel and film, and, 
by stripping planes and other equipment from groups being deacti­
vated the 306th had what was needed to carry on the project. It was this 
program which produced those B-17 G models noted in a number of 
pictures which had no chin turrets. The heavy hardlware was removed 
from many of the planes to permit them to be more fuel economical as 
they forged back and forth across the continent c1f Europe and into 
North Africa, clicking off thousands of overlapping aerial photo­
graphs which could then be put together into a mosaic to reveal 
landscape features of Europe never known before. When such mate­
rials were placed under the new instruments then being developed 
maps were made that were far more accurate than anything previously 
conceived. 

The planes often flew from bases on the continent but returned to 
Tburleigh for servicing. By mid-December 1945this phase was halted, 
and the servicing of the planes was conducted on the continent. The 
last of the men of the 306th lifted their feet from the hardstands at 
Thurleigh imo waiting planes and flew off to join their mates. 

Men and planes were to be found at varying times at the French 
airfield at l stres, Gibraltar, Marrakech, Port Lyautc!y, Dakar and final ­
ly, Giebelstadt, Germany. Then in June 1946 the 306th ended its 
camera flying stint. ll was finally inactivated 25 December 1946 in 
Germany. 

The group number did not stay unused for long, however, as 1 july 
194 7 the 306th Bombardment Group (Very Heavy) was reactivated; in 
August 1948 it became the 306th Bombardment Group (Medium); 1 
September J 950 the 306th Bombardment Wing was activated; and 15 
August 1976 the 306th Strategic Wing was activa1ed at Ramstein, 
Germany. Today the 306th Strategic Wing claims its lineage from the 
306th Bombardment Group, recalling the proUJd history of 1942, 
1943, 1944 and 1945 as a pan of its own. 

At the same time American planners were deciding about the 306th's 
further usefulness, the Royal Air Force was also considering the recov­
ery of the airfield and facilities at Thurleigh, Bedlfordshire. When the 
306th left, the RAF came back to Thurleigh, establishing there the 
Royal Aircraft Establishment, a flight test facility. While many onetime 
American airfields have reverted to agriculturatl usage, Thurleigh 
continues as an active flying site. But it is scarcely recognizable to the 

-
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intrepid men who once served there, as it has become a modern facility 
with a single 10,000 foot runway. 

As one reads today's newspapers and muses over time gone by, what 
of the men and planes of Station 111, the ~i06th Bombardment Group 
(H) of 1942-1945? Was it all in vain? Was there a mission to be 
served? What was accomplished? 

Because the world is an ever changing place, the politics of another 
era evoke differing responses. Veterans of World War II know that 
there arose a situation that could only be resolved by armed conflict in 
1941. As the flames of war rose and swirled the 306th group was 
caught up and went forth to serve. Many died, but their efforts were a 
part of the total needed to defeat the enemy and to bring about a new 
peace. 

Since 1975 the veterans of the 306th Bombardment Group have 
gathered annually for reunions. They are kept posted on many events, 
as well as reading tales from 1942-45, in a ,quarterly newspaper, 306th 
Eclwes. 
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MISSIONS OF THE 306th 

# Date 

1942 
Oct. 9 V' 

2 Nov. 7 .,. 
3 Nov. 8 V 
4 Nov. 9 Y 

5 Nov. 14 1/ 
6 Nov. 17 .-
7 Nov. 18 V 
8 Nov. 22 V"' 
9 Nov. 23 ~' 

10 Dec. 12 v 
11 Dec. 19 V 
12 Dec. 30 Y 

1943 
13 Jan. 3 v 
14 J an. 13 v 
15 Jan. 24 r 
16 Jan. 27 V 
17 Feb. 2 V' 
18 Feb. 4 Y 
19 Feb. 14 v 
20 Feb. 16 v 
2 1 Feb. 26 v' 
22 Feb. 27 v 
23 Mar. 4 v 
24 Mar. 6 v 
25 Mar. 8 v 
26 Mar. 12 V 
27 Mar. 13 V 
28 Mar. 18 .,.. 
29 Mar. 22 V 
30 Mar. 28 v 
3 1 Mar. 31 ....-
32 Apr. 4 1-
33 Apr. 5 y 
34 Apr. 16 t-
35 Apr. 17 Y 

36 May I " 
37 May 13 v 
38 May 14 v 
39 May 15._ 1.--
40 May 17 

Target 

Lille 
Brest 
.Lille 

Bombed 

19 
15 
13 

St. Nazaire 18 
St. Nazaire 6 
St. Nazaire Pt ~· 9 
La PaUice N~v~ 0> 13 
Lorienl Nav . il..f 0 
St. Nazaire 3 
Rouen 6 
RomiUy 15 
Lorient 0 

St. Nazaire J 7 
Lille 14 
Lorienl 16 
Wilbelmshaven 16 
Hamm 0 
Emden 17 
.Bremen 0 
St. Nazaire 18 
WilhelmshavenB~"'''l7 
Brest "-"' 17 
Hamm 0 
Lorient 21 
Rennes 15 
Rouen l 
Amiens 20 
Vegesack 20 
Wilhelmshaven 19 
Rouen 20 
Rotterdam 0 
Paris 27 
Antwerp 16 
:Lorient 12 
Bremen 26 
St. Nazaire 12 
Meaulte 21 
Kiel 26 
Helgoland 19 
!..orient 21 

41 May 19 v 
42 May 21 v 
43 May 29 v 
44 June II v 

45 June 13 v 
46 June 22 V 
47 June 25 ,_.. 
48 June 26 v 
49 June 28 
50 June 29 . 
51 July 4 v 
52 July 10 v 
53 July 14 v' 

54 July 17 
55 July 24 , 
56 July 26 
57 July 28 
58 July 29 
59 Aug. 12 1.-
60 Aug. 15 v 
61 Aug. 16 ~ 
62 Aug. 17 V' 

63 Aug. 19 v 
64 Aug. 24 V 
65 Aug. 27 v 
66 Aug. 3 1 , v 
67 Sep. 3 
68 Sep. 6 '-
69 Sep. 7 v 
70 Sep. 9 v 
71 Sep. 15 v 
72 Sep. 16 1-
73 Sep. 23 v 
74 Sep. 27 v 
75 Oct. 2 v 
76 Oct. 4 v 
77 Oct. 8 v 
78 Oct. 9 v 
79 Oct. 10 v 
80 Oct. 14 v 
81 Oct. 20 v 
82 Nov. 3 v 
83 Nov. 5 "' 
84 Nov. 13 '<"' 
85 Nov. 16 >' 
86 Nov. 26 V 
87 Dec. l v 
88 Dec. 5 !/ 

Kiel 21 
Wilhelmsbaven 14 
St. Nazaire 21 
Wilhelmshaven 24 
Bremen 28 
Huls 16 
NW Germany 20 
Tricqueville . . 19 
St. Nazaire.91\>•s:tl~l9 
Villacoublay 0 
Nantes 22 
Caen 15 
Villacoublay 23 
NW Germany 0 
Heroya - 11'\ : ~ !n1 20 
Hannover· 1'\. 1 S'• "~· 21 
Kassel ..- M • H ll\j 16 
Kiel - tn~Si•~ 13 
Gelsenkirchen 16 
Flushing 20 
LeBourget 19 
Sc~!!infurJ._ ) ~ 30 
Brussels 20 
Villacoublay 18 
Watten 9 
Amiens 18 
Romilly 16 
Stuttgan 20 
Brussels 11 
Lille 18 
Romilly 17 
Nantes 18 
Nantes 14 
Emden 18 
Emden 18 
Frankfurt 14 
Bremen 20 
Gdynia 20 
Munster .>. 18 
Schweinfurt _J..I' 5 

uren Q 
Wilhelmshaven 23 
Gelsenkircben 18 
Bremen 1 
Knabe.n 19 
Bremen 28 
Solingen 22 
La Rochelle 0 
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89 Dec. 11 v' Emden 20 
/fn f"j t.s' { " tk J 

18 142 Apr. 2n-v' Pas. de Calais 
90 Dec. 13 ~ KieJ 20 143 Apr. 27 Nancy 18 
91 Dec. 16 v Bremen 18 144 Apr. 28 v St. Avord 6 
92 Dec. 20 V" Bremen 18 145 Apr. 29 .._... Berlin 15 
93 Dec. 22 v' Osnabruck 2 1 146 Apr. 30 v Lyon 7 
94 Dec. 24"' NE France 25 147 May l}v NW France 0 
95 Dec. 30 v Ludwigshafen 25 148 May 1 Reims 6 
96 Dec. 3 1 V Cognac 23 149 May 4 ...-- Berlin 0 

150 May 7 v Berlin 23 

1944- fi~U : 15 1 May 8 v- Berlin 21 
~~~ . .3 152 May 9 v Thionville 18 

97 J an. •1 "' Kiel 23 153 May 1 L ..- Saarbrucken 23 
98 J an . 5 '11' Kiel 19 154 May 12 Y Merseberg 17 
99 J an. 7 v Ludwigshafen 22 155 May 13 v Stctti.n 20 

100 J an. 11 Halberstadt 31 156 May 19 Y Berlin 19 
10.1 J an. 14 · Pas de Calais 27 157 May 20 v Orly 24 
102 J an. 21' Pas de Calais 0 158 May 22 V Kiel 17 
103 J an. 29 "" Frankfurt 37 159 May 23 V Metz 20 
104 J an. 30 ...... Brunswick 38 160 May 24 v Berlin 24 
105 Feb. 3 ..... Wilhelmshaven 3() 161 May 25 ~; Thionville 24 
106 Feb. 4 lr Frankfurt 14 162 May 2~ v Mannheim 18 
107 Feb. 5 v Chateaudun 21 163 May 27 Fecamp 10 
l.Q8 Feb. 6 ~ Nancy () 164 May 2S v Ruhland 32 
109 Feb. 8 v Frank fun 19 165 May 29 Cottbus· r11iss i "j I() 
l lO Feb. 11 v Saarbrucken 19 166 May 31 v Liege 12 
Ill Feb. 20.,... Leipzig 20 167 June p St. Cecily 17 
11 2 Feb. 2 1 V' Rheine 21 168 June 2 V Mass-Palaiseau 15 
113 Feb. 22 v Bernburg 29 169 June· v- St. Cecily 17 
114 Feb. 24 v Schweinfun 17 170 June 4 V Equihen 12 
115 Feb. 25 v Augsburg 13 17 1 June 6~ .!I Arromaoches 18 
11 6 Feb. 28 V' Pas de Calais 17 172 June 6 ;'lt..- Caen 0 
117 Mar. 2 v Frankfurt 19 173 June 6 "' T hury-Harcourt .22 
li S Mar. 3 v NWGermany 0 174 June8 "' Rennes 18 
119 Mar. 4 v Bonn 6 175 June II "' 1lluers 2 
120 Mar. 6 V Berlin 23 176 June I~ v' Litle 35 
121 Mar. 8 v Berlin 19 June I Cambrai 12 
122 Mar. 9 V Berlin 19 177 June 1!/ Etampes 35 
123 Mar. 16 Y Gessertshausen 24 June I ,.... Bretigny 17 
124 Mar. 18 v Lechfeld 34 178 June 15 ,_,. Nantes 52 
125 Mar. 20 .,.... SW Gern1any 0 179 June 17 v Noyan 31 
126 Mar. 22 ~~" Berlin 29 180 June IS V Hamburg 0 
127 Mar. 23 v Hamm 7 181 June 19" Noball::.. y, ..._. .II Yl." 0 
128 Mar. 24 V" Frankfurl 21 182 June 20v' H b r ••le.ot .\..•.c 53 am urg $•~ , 

129 Mar. 26 v Pas de Calais 24 183 June 21 V Berlin 51 
130 Mar. 27 v La Rochelle 18 184 June 22 v Ghent 46 
131 Mar. 28 V Dijon 20 185 J une 24 v Bremen 42 
132 Mar. 29 V Brunswick 21 186 June 25 v J oigny 47 
133 Apr. 10 v Bwssels 21 187 June 28 v' La on 35 
134 Apr. 11 V Steuin 23 188 July 2 '-"' Noball 24 
135 Apr. 18 o/ Oranienburg 25 189 July 6 v No ball 12 
136 Apr. 19 V Kassel 33 190 July 7 v Leipzig 30 
137 Apr. 20 v NW France 24 191 July 8 v Corbie L 
138 Apr . 22 j Hamm 30 192 July 9 v' Angers 24 
139 Apr. 24 Oberpfaffenhofen 18 193 July II ./ Mu nich 18 
140 Apr. 25 ".; Nancy 5 194 July 12 'J Munich 17 
141 Apr. 26 Brunswick 18 195 July 13 Munich 3!1 
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~~~:!Ol. ----196 July 16 v Munich 30 ( .25J/Oct. 30 '-" Munster 24 

197 July 17 v Hamm 46 252 Nov. 2"' Merseberg 24 
198 July 18 V Peenemunde 33 253 Nov. 4 .._. Harburg 35 
199 July 19 V' Augsburg 13 254 Nov. 5 ...- Frankfun 36 
200 July 20"' Kothen 35 255 Nov. 6 r Hambu rg 36 
201 July 21V Ebelsbach 35 256 Nov. 8 v Merseberg 23 
202 July 22 V" Bremen, Kiel, 257 Nov. 9 v Mett area 35 

Hamburg 7 258 Nov. 16 v- Eschweiler 50 
203 July 24r" St. Lo 42 259 Nov. 21 ,_ Meppen 
204 J uly 25 V' SL Lo 54 Leeuwarden, 
205 J uly 28V' Merseberg 36 Merseberg 35 
206 J uly 31 V' Munich 36 260 Nov. 26 "' Misburg 47 
207 Aug. 3 V Merkwillcr 36 261 Nov. 29 .... Misburg 33 
208 Aug. 4 v Anklam 36 262 Nov. 30 .v Cera 36 
209 Aug. 5 V' Dollbcrgen 36 263 Dec. 2 t.-- Koblenz 38 
210 Aug. 6 </ Brandenburg 49 264 Dec. 5 .... Berlin 33 
211 Au g. 7 / Montbartier 43 265 Dec. 6 v Merseberg 36 
212 Aug. 8 Caen 23 266 Dec. 9 v Stuttgart 34 
213 Aug. 9 t/ Ulm 32 267 Dec. l l ._ Frankfun 48 
214 Aug. 12~ Chamant 36 268 Dec. 12 v Merseberg 37 
215 Aug. J3 .V Rouen 36 269 Dec. 15 ...- Kassel 36 
216 Aug. 14 ,... Florennes 36 270 Dec. 18 v' Kaiserslautem 39 
217 Aug. 15 v Fran kfurt 28 27 1 Dec. 24 \/ Nidda & Giessen 49 
218 Aug. 16 V Bohlen 35 272 Dec. 28 ,.... Siegburg 
219 Aug. 24 V Merseberg 33 & Koblenz 37 
220 Aug. 25 ., .Pcenemundc 32 273 Dec. 29V Bjngcn 35 
221 Aug. 26,. Gelscnkirchen 12 274 Dec. 30 v Mainz 36 
222 Aug. 27 v Wilhclmshavcn 24 
223 Aug. 30 v Kiel 36 

19t.l5 224 Sep. 3 v Ludwigshafen 36 
225 Sep. 5 v Ludwigshafen 34 275 J an. I V' Limburg & 
226 Sep. 8 "'" Ludwigshafcn 31 Kassel 33 
227 Sep. 10 "' Stuttgart 34 276 Jan.:? ..... KyUburg 37 
228 Sep. I I v Eisenach 35 277 Jan.!~ v Hermulbcim 36 
229 Sep. 12 v Ruhland 35 278 J an. 5 v Niede.rrnendig 27 
230 Se~ ./ Mersebcrg 12 279 J an. 15 'f-' Cologne 38 
231 Sep. 17 Volke 34 280 J an. '7 v Eusk.irchcn 39 
232 Sep. 19 Unna ' ' 22 281 J an. 8 V Spever 35 
233 Sep. 22 Kassel f11 1~S'I ~24 282 Jan. I 0 V' Gymnich 29 
234 Sep. 25 Frankfurt ~ 37 283 Jan. 14 ,.. Cologne 33 
235 Sep. 27 Cologne 1"1- 36 284 Jan. 15 ./ Freiburg 35 
236 Sep. 28 Magdeburg 30 4. 1 285 Jan. 17 V Bielefeld 37 
237 S_ep. 30 Munster 23 286 J an. ~W ./ Rheioc 32 
238 Oct. 2 '- Kassel 37 287 J an. ~n v Aschaffenburg 36 
239 OcL 3 ,.... Nurnberg 24 288 J a n. :!8 v Cologne 39 
240 Oct. 5 v Cologne 23 289 J an. !~9 II' Koblenz 35 
24 1 Oct. 6 v Stralsund 47 290 Feb. l V Mannheim 38 
242 Oct. 7 v Ruhland 36 29 1 Feb. :3 v Berlin 35 
243 Oct. 9 v./ Schweinfurt 37 292 feb. 15 v Fulda 3 1 
244 Oct. 14 Cologne 37 293 Feb. •9 ./ Lutzkendorf 35 
245 Oct. 15 ._ Cologne 25 294 Feb. 10 V Dulmcn 38 
246 Oct. 17 1-- Cologne 48 295 f eb. 14 v Dresd en 39 
247 Oct. 19v' Mannheim 24 296 Feb. 16 v DorLmund 39 
248 Oct. 22 v Hannover 34 297 Feb. 19 v' Bochum & 
249 Oct. 25 v Hamburg 35 Munster 37 
250 Oct. 26. Bielefeld 2-1 298 Feb. 20 J Numbcrg 32 
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299 Feb. 21 v Numberg 36 321 Mar. 23....,. Goesfcld 36 
300 Feb. 22 v Wittstock. 36 322 Mar. 2J Vechra 36 
30 1 Feb. 23 v Plauen 39 y' Hespe 12 
302 Feb. 24 v Hamburg 29 323 Mar. 2 G-Twente 13 
303 Feb. 26 ,.. Berlin 38 324 Mar. 28 v Berlin 34 
304 Feb. 27 V' Leipzig 35 325 Mar. 30 v Bremen 37 
305 Feb. 28./ Hagen 36 Farge 11 
306 Mar. 1 V Neck.arsulm 36 326 Mar. 31 V Halle 40 
307 Mar. 2 ./ Bohlen 36 327 Apr. 3 ....- Kjel 47 
308 Mar. 4 v Ulm 35 328 Apr. 4 v fassberg 24 
309 Mar. 7 v Giessen & 329 Apr. 5 ....- Weiden 36 

. Siegen 39 330 Apr. 6 v Leipzig 38 
3 10 Mar. 8-~~''Eelsenkirchen 37 331 Apt. 7 v Wesendorf 35 
3 11 Mar. 10 Donrnund 39 332 Apr. 8 \..- Halberstadt 36 
3 12 Mar. 11 v Bremen 36 333 Apr. 10 ,_.. Oranienburg 36 
313 Mar. 12 Y Swinemunde 36 334 Apr. I I V Kraiburg 35 
314 Mar. 14 v Hildesheim 36 335 Apr. 13 ~-'" Neuminster 36 
315 Mar. 15 v Zossen 35 336 Apr. 14 V Royan, France 36 
3 16 Mar. 17 v Molbis 35 337 Apr. 15 "-' Royan , France 38 
3 17 Mar. 18 v Berlin 36 338 Apr. 16 v Plattling 38 
3 18 Mar. 19 V PJauen 36 339 Apr. 17 v Dresden 39 
319 Mar. 21 V Rheine 36 340 Apr. 18 y- Rosenheim 39 
320 Mar. 22 V Dorsten 39 34 1 Apr. 19 V Falkenberg 38 
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COMMAND AND ST AFF 
OFFICERS 
306th Bomb Group 
Commanding Off~ers: Cbarles B. Overacker. 18 March 42 to 4 January 43; Frank A. 

ArmstToog, 4January 43to 17 February 43; Claude L. Putnam, 17 February 43to 20 
June 43; George L Robinson, 20 June 43 to 23 September 44; James S. Sunon, 23 
September 44 to l6 April 45; Hudson H. Upham, 16 April 45 to May 46. 

Deputy Commanders: Delmar Wilson, Henry W. Terry, William S. Raper, Maurice V. 
Salada, j ohn S. Chalfant, Felix Hard ison. 

Executive Offu;ers: Curtis E. LeMay, Delmar Wilson, Douglas Colcmao, Charles G. Duy. 
Air Executives: Delmar Wilson,] ames W. Wilson, Henry W. Terry, William S. Raper,John 

S. Chalfant. 
Opemtitms Officers: Delmar Wilson, Berkeley l. Springfield , WiiJjam H. Cleveland, Ralph 

L. Oliver, james W. Wilson, Robert C. Williams, Toy 1-Jusband, Robert C. Williams, 
Thomas F. Witt, john S. Chalfant. 

Adjutams: William C. Mel ton, Jr., Pe rcy A. Vincent, Douglas Coleman, Charles G. Duy, 
Paul S. Baillie, J oseph A. LaMoua. 

l nttlligma Off~: Delmar Wilson, Watts B. Humphrey, John B. ·wright, john A. 
Baimsfather. 

Navigaum: Robert Salitrnik, Charles F. J ones, John Dexter, J ames S. Cheney, J ohn D. 
MacPherson. 

Bombardiers: Frank Yaussi, Chester May, Hugh Toland, Walter Coons, Donald R. Ross. 
Sttrgton.s: Ralph C. Teall, Thum1aJ1 Shuller, j ohn J. Manning, Harold A. Munal. 
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Flying Cnntrol: john H. Crump, Albert A, Conrad, Louis B. Hartsell, William W. 
Peterman. 

Chaplains: Roy M. MacLeod. f.verett E. Denlinger, Ralph E. Simester, Adrian Poletti. 
Gunnery: Joe Bowles, William E. Foose, Thomas F. Witt. 
Weather: Herbert J. A vise, Dalton H. Wright. 
Annament: William R. Cain. 
Ordnance: Thurman E. Dawson, Lester G. Williams, Hubert R. Jones. 
Communications: Ray V. Hopper, William C. Golliday, Donald P. Roeber. 
Equipmtmt: John T . Threadgill. 
Pmonntl: Paul J. Baillie, Robert F. Morris 
Engineering: Henry J. Schmidt, J ames M. Venable,Jr.1 Stanley Jarrow. 
Special Services: Claude F. McGrath, Henry G. Clarenbach, Darrell S. Mattoon. 
Supply: George L. Sawyer, Dudley J. Allen 
Finance: Ming Rose, Robert K. Andrews. 
Mess: Wendell L. Hull. 
Provo.!/ Mar.rhal: Frank Douthit. john H. Eby,John B. Wright, Seymour Ramby, George 

J. Pratt. 
P/wtographic: Rudolph Skalak, Jr. 
Public InforiiUllion: William C. VanNorman. 
Dental: Rex D. Stuunegger. 
Postal: William M. Walters, Harold G. Taylor. 

367th Squadron 
CotntliandingOfficers: Harry Holt, JS March42 to4 March 43;John L. Ryan, 5 March 43 

to 6 March 43; WilliamS. Raper, 6 March 43 to 18 August 43; George R. Buckey, 19 
August43 to2 May44; Robert C. Williams, 3 May44to l8J uly44; Charles Flannagan. 
19 J uly44 to J4 October44; Earl W. Kesling, 15 October 44 to 22 April45; Thomas F. 
Witt, 23 April 45 to 30 May 45. 

Executive Officers: Richard E. Walck, George Cubberly, Donald F. Sheridan. 
Operatums Offueis: Lewi~ McKesson, Kenneth M. Reecher, George R. Buckey, Kenneth 

M. Reecher, Dinwiddie Fullrmeister, Earl W. Kesling, Wilbur B. Butterfield, Albert J. 
Bowley. 

Engineering Officers: William B. Sory, Stanley J. Jarrow. 
Communications: Carl G. Smith, Claude E. Brock, Donald P. Roeber. 
Adj-utants: Charles G. Duy, Ronald F. McCormick, Donald L. Giles, Richard L. Moore. 
Navigators: Hugh E. Phelan, RomuJus V. Houck, William Pleasant, Paul V. Osburn, 

Stanley G. Mull. 
Bombardiers: Walter H. Coons, Jerome J. Kostal, Stephen Tanella, Robert G. Schwein. 
Armammt: William R. Cain, Pe1·cy A. Vincent. 
Ordnance: Howard L. Ellison, John Grimm. john P. Foulkes, Glen R. Hoover. 
fnJ.elligmce: John A. Bairnsfathcr, Robert Hogg, Edward T . Murtha, Shu bel J. Owen, 

William A. Leatherman, Philip W. Haberman. J r. 
Gunnery: Roy W. Griffith, George D. Bennett. 
Supply: Donald L. Giles. 
Medical: Johu J. Manning, Arthur Weihe. 

368th Squadron 
ComiiUlnding Offuers: William A. Lanford, 18 March 42 to 19 January 43; Mack McKay, 

20 January 43to 8 April43;J ohn M. Regan. 9April43to 13 April44; Maurice Salada, 
14 Apdl 44 to 24 Ocrober 44: Thomas H. Hulings, 25 Octoht::r 44 to uJ1known. 

Exewlive Officers: Edward T. Miazza, Willie S. Williams, Jr. 
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Operations Offir.ers: Walter N. Smiley, William E. Friend,Jr., William C. Melton,Jr., Elbert 
Odic, George DeVack, Roben G. Matzke. 

Engineering Officers: Robert A. Gearhart, RobertS. Stevens, William Widlansky, john P. 
Walsh. 

Communications Offu:t!rs: Elbert Odie, J esse L. Milburn, Robert Klawuhn, William Foose. 
Adjulants: Louis Schulstad, Edward T. Miazza, Edgar S. Hallman, Richard L. Moore, 

Albert Greaves, Robert L. Whitney. 
Navigators: Wallace D. Boring, Maynatd D. Dix, Roy E. Buchanan, K.L. Warner, Paul C. 

Wagner. 
Bombardim: Raben T. Levy, J oseph E. Kosakowski , Stanley Silverstein, Eduardo Mon-

toya, Donald R. Ross, Jrving Norton, Ralph E. Bordner, Reginald H. Thayer, Jr. 
Amwrrzenl: Louis Schuistad.john E. Bennett. -
Ordnance: Thurman E. Dawson, Richard L. Moore, William Winship. 
Gunnery: William E. Foose, Edward J. Seifried. 
ltLtellige•u:e: Robert W. Smith, j eremiah O'Sullivan, Alfred W. Weld, William C. VanNor­

man, Ralph Schreiter. 
Supply: J ames Fe1·guson, Edgar W. Hallman, Raben L. Whitney. 
Medical: Harold D. Munal,Jarnes E. McClung. 

369th Squadron 
Com.rna1uling0fficers: Ralph L. Oliver, 18 March 42to 6December42; Henry W. Ter ry, 7 

December 42 to 22 June 43; RoberL P. Riordan, 23 June 43 to 18 April 44; Charles 
Flannagan, 19 April44 to 9 july 44; Robert P. Riordan, 10 July 44 to I Octaber44; 
James A. McKinney, 2 October 44 to unknown. 

Executive OffiCers: Paul j. George.J ohn T. Stanko, WillieS. Williams,J r. , Philip G. Krafl. 
Operations OffiCers: Doyle L. Dugger. Charles Flannagan, Billy W. Casseday. 
Engineering OffiCers: frank C. Kelly, .Jr., Robert E. Michaelis. Frank W. Phillips. 
Commu11icatitms: Lawrence H. DammerL. 
Adjuta11/s: Van VanderBie, Robert H. Bassett, John T. Stanko, Willie S. Williams. Jr. , 

Willis D- Hogg, Charles E. Murphy. 
Navigalors: Charles F. Jones, George Spelman, David MacGhee.john Mazanek, David B. 

Dash, Frank Sovis, John D. MacPherson, Alton A. Kester. 
B11mbardiers: Gerald Rouer, ClydeJ. Travis, Carl H. Frantz, VincentJ. Palumbo, Arthur 

Isaac, Malcolm A. Phillips. Donald £. Currier, Laurence E. Carroll. 
Armanent: Charles G. Nowark, Howard Aronson, Lyman H. Everly. 
Ordn.Qnce: Ernest H. Behrens, William M. Collins, J r. 
lntelligerJCe: William Berkeley, Wiley W. Class, John M. Kavanaugh , Henry L. P. Moore. 
Supply: Willis D. Hogg. 
Medical: Thurman ShuUer, Charles P. McKim, Arthur L. McCilvra. 

423rd Squadron 
Commanding Officers: J ames W. Wilson, 18 March 12 to 19 F'ebruary43;john L. Lambert. 

20 february 4 3 to 5 May 44; John S. Chalfant, 6 May 44 to 28 Novem bcr 44; Eugene C. 
Lavier, 29 November 44 to 19 March 45; john H. Buie, 20 March 45 to unknown. 

Exerutive Officers: John T. Threadgill, Donald M. Eckstein, Philip G. Kraft, Edward 
Miazza, WillieS. Williams, Jr. 

OperaliofiS Officers: Robert C. Williams, Maurice V. Salada. John S. Chalfant, J ohn M. 
Kelly, Carl N. Grending, John Murphy. 
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Enginuring Officers: Rush Poulan, Alfred C. Gailey, J ames M. Venable, Jr., Robert B. 
Phillips. ·f' cnt 

Communications: Jim H. Sd.ccY,Theodore E. Marvis, Isidore M. Sternberg. 
Adjutants: Charles Patter(}ohn T. Threadgill, Philip G. Kraft, Robert F. Morris, Joseph 

C. Brashares. 
Navigators: Harold Caslin, Luther S. Pierce, Ralph Zimmerman, C.J. Olenik, Richard H. 

Wessler, Wesley W. Gunkel. 
Bombardim: Chester May, Donald A.R. Teller, Walter R. Wick, Norman Niersbach, 

Hollis H. Baker, Charles R. Dimter. 
Annament: John A. Coulter, Jr., Henderson N. Knight. 
Ordnat~ce: J ohn T. Threadgill, Edgar R. Dagit. 
RacUir: Morton Schacher. 
lnttlligmu: Beekman Pool, Maurice Wahl, Fred C. Baldwin, Joseph C. Brashares. 
Gunnery: Degland Kenealy, Roy W. Griffith, Michael Roskovitch. 
Supply: Dudley J. Allen, George J. Lemberger. 
Medical: Edmund F. Longworth, Samuel D. Simpson, Henry Dantzig. 

-
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the narrative was built. 

The group and squadron diaries provided the chronology for the 
book, as they proved to be a rich source of anecdotal material. 

Of considerable value were the works prepared at the direction of 
the Air Force Historical Office either in the late stages of the war, or 
almost immediately afterwards. Unfortunately, these book-length 
manuscripts have never been published. They are: 

Origins of the Eighth Air Force: Plans, Organization, Doctrines, to 17 
August1942. October 1944. 

The Early Opemtions of the Eighth Air Force and the Origins of the Com­
bined Bomber Offensive, 17 August 1942 to 10 june 1943, October 1946. 

The Combined Bomber Offensive, April through December 1943, March 
1946. 
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Combined Bomber Offensive, 1 January to 6june 1944. April1947-
The next single most valuable source for the overall picture of the 

war, and with considerable attention to the 8th AF, is The Army Air 
Forces in World War II, by James Gate and Wesley Craven. Published in 
seven volumes between 1949 and I 958, volumes two and three are of 
particular interest. 

Other books of worth have been: 
The Air Offensive Against Germany, by Allen A. Michie, New York, 

Holt, 1943. 
The Air Plan That Defeated Hitler, by Maj. Gen. Heywood S. Hansell, 

Jr. Privately printed, 1972 
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New York, Doubleday, 1948. 
First of the Many, by John McCrary and David Scherman. New York, 

Simon & Schuster, 1943. 
Flying Fortress, by Edward Jablonski. New York, Doubleday, 1965. 
Flying Fm·ts, by Martin Caidin. New York, Ballamine, 1968. 
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The Mighty Eighth, by Roger Freeman. New York, Doubleday, 1970. 
Mission with LeMay, by Curtis LeMay. New York, Doubleday, 1974. 
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Skyways to Berlin, by John Redding and Harold Leyshon. New York, 
Bobbs-Merrill, 1943. 
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To these can be added at least seven doctoral dissertations since 1950 

that dealt specifically with the 8th AF. 
Lastly, one should make mention of the fiction which has been 

published , with many more than a dozen books dealing with the flying, 
romance, evasion and prison camp experiences. But of primary con­
cern to the 306th Bomb Group is Twelve O'Clock High, the work of 
Bierne Lay and Sy Bartlett. Published in 1948 by Harpers, the book 
opens with sketches taken from the 306th. 



INDEX - 306th Personnel 
An attempt has been made to index all306th members appearing in 

this book. In a few cases only last names are known. The author has 
reconciled variant spellings and in many cases used Missing Air Crew 
Reports as the most authoritative source, after consultation with Wilbur 
Barks of the 306th Personnel section. 

To provide the reader with greater information, those men who died 
while members of the 306th are indicated with a K immediately follow­
ing the name. Others, known by the author to have died following 
306th service and through 1981 , have their names annotated with a D. 

~ Deaths learned of since 1981 are indicated by asterisks. -
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